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Chapter 34
DEVARISHI NARADA
Sage Bharadwaj requested Romasa to inform the way
in which Devarishi Narada performed penance at
Srikalahasthi and how Skanda explained him about
Sivadharmas.
Romasa began Devarishi Narada praising Lord
Sankara went to Kailasa. The scene was awesome. Huge
drums were beating, conches were blaring and damaru was
rattling. To the accompaniment of this deafening music
Lord Siva was hectically dancing His favourite Tandava.
Under his heavy foot the earth trembled. His appearance
was also terrifying. He wore tiger skin clothes; His
ornaments were serpents and a garland of skulls, His locks
were dishevelled. He was trampling a demon called
Apasmaraka with His right foot, while His left foot was
raised. His weapons were the trident and fire. The hall
was filled with numerous dwarfs and abominable ganas.
The entire dance scene was bewitching. As soon as the
performance was over the sage prostrated before the Lord
and, taking leave of Him, left the place wondering at the
peculiarities of Kailasavasa. The sage began to ruminate as
to why Mahadeva should select a cremation ground as His
dwelling place in preference to lovely Meru mountain. Why
should He wear the skin of tigers, lions and elephants
instead of laced silk clothes? While He could get diamond
set jewels why should He prefer a garland of skulls? Why
are the damaru and trisula His weapons? Why is the old
bull for His vehicle? Why is this odd third eye and Why
are these armlets of serpents? There should be a special
significance for all these attributes of Pasupathi. And
Narada wanted to clarify his doubts.
Playing on his Mahati Veena, the sage went to Brahma
loka. Saluting Pitamaha he narrated all his doubts and said,